INTRODUCTION
The heterogeneous assemblage of species that makes up the unwieldy family Xanthidae MacLeay, 1838, has proved to be taxonomically problematic at all levels. Indeed, the easiest way to establish the identity of many xanthids is first to determine the species and then to search the literature for their currently accepted generic placement.
This difficulty is the result of two factors: (1) the extreme morphological similarity of so many xanthid species and (2) the lack of established criteria upon which generic distinctions are based. Although nothing can be done about the former, the latter has been the subject of several carcinological studies. Major works containing keys to or descriptions of xanthid genera include Alcock (1895), Guinot (1967a, b; 1978) 
